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WHO DG Tedros Called it a Tragedy That Most of the 
Annual 11 million Deaths From Sepsis Are Preventable              

Zero Preventable Deaths
From Sepsis



Sepsis is a life-threatening condition that arises 
when the body’s response to an infection 
injures its own tissues and organs

„Except on few occasions, 
the patient seems to die 
from the body´s response
to infection rather than
from it.“

- Sir William Osler; 1904



COVID-19 adds to the 
burden of sepsis

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70_13-en.pdf.

“Manifestations of sepsis and septic shock can 
be the fatal frequent pathway of infections 
with:
• Seasonal influenza viruses
• Dengue viruses
• SARS CoV virus 
• MERS CoV virus
• Corona virus
• Yellow fever viruses.”*

*SEVENTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY  2017
Report by the Secretariat 

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70_13-en.pdf


Adapted from N. Riedemann

FDA Emergency Use Authorization granted

Day 60: 22.7 % relative reduction

Treatment of Patients with COVID-19 Sepsis the C5a
Antibody Vilobelimab Reduced 60 Day All cause Mortality

A. Vlaar, M. Witzenrath…N.Riedemann et al Lancet Respir Med 2022l 



“Humanity has but three 
great enemies: fever, 
famine, and war; of these 
the greatest, by far the 
most terrible, is fever.”

- Sir William Osler; 1898



Urges Member States: 
“to include prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of sepsis in national health systems 
strengthening in the community and in health 
care settings”

The majority of sepsis deaths and disabilites are preventable by:
ØInfection prevention – vaccination, sanitation and clean 

care
ØEarly recognition and treatment of sepsis as emergency
ØImproving the quality of health care systems and access to 

appropriate care



JAMA 2015 The quality of the health care system
matters! 



A National Early Warning Score for Deterioating
Patients and Rapid Response Teams Became
Mandatory During This Time Period

Six simple physiological parameters form the basis of the scoring system:

Ø Respiration rate
Ø Oxygen saturation
Ø Systolic blood pressure
Ø Pulse rate
Ø Level of consciousness or new confusion
Ø Temperature.



. . . The public and political space is the 

space in which [sepsis] needs to be in 

order for things to change.”

Sir Liam Donaldson, Geneva ; May 2017



Increased awareness and QI efforts
improve survival 

Seymour CW, Gesten F, Prescott HC et al. (2017) 
The New England Journal of Medicine 376:2235-2244 https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/conditions/sepsis/

Reduction of hospital mortality
from 32% to 22,1% within 5 years

Courtesy Marcus Friedrich 



Courtesy Ron Daniels UK Sepsis Trust

Increased awareness and QI efforts improve
outcome on the national level

‘Sepsis is a condition 
whose time has come’



Gharbi et al. Antibiotic management of 
urinary tract infection in elderly patients in 
primary care and its association with
bloodstream infections and all cause
mortality: population based cohort study
BMJ 2019;364:l525..

Early antibiotic management in elderly
in primary care improves survival



Prehospital delay is an important risk factor
for mortality in community-acquired
bloodstream infection/sepsis

doi: 10.1136/bmj.l525 | BMJ 2019;364:l525 | the bmj

Garbie et al
BMJ 2019;364:l525 | the bmj



Impact of a national quality improvement
campaign in Ireland

Former MoH
Primeminster
Leo Varadkar



"The time to act on sepsis is 
now. I encourage EU Member 
States to: 
• strengthen efforts to 

prevent infections 
• foster the appropriate use of 

antimicrobials.
• improve the quality of life of 

sepsis survivors.

A call to EU action

Vytenis Andriukaitis
former EU Commissioner for 
Health and Food Safety



• We will intensify our efforts to strengthen early detection, 
diagnosis and therapy of sepsis and ensure synergy with 
antimicrobial stewardship and IPC programmes e.g., 
through national educational campaigns*

• Boost the implementation of the WHA Resolution 
“Improving the Prevention, Diagnosis and Clinical 
Management of Sepsis” (WHA Res. 70.7).* 

Also statements in the G7 Health Ministers’ 
Communiqué is encourageing

*G7 Health Ministers’ Communiqué 
20 May 2022, Berlin 

MoH Karl Lauterbach 



Quality improvement of sepsis care also requires
leadership and dedication on the hospital level

Scheer et al CCM 2016 DOI: 
10.1097/CCM.000000000000

2069

Reduction 28 Mortality between 2007-
2011 from 53,5% auf 31,7% University 
Hospital Greifswald, Germany   



The engagement of family members was 
key to make this happen! 



Zero preventable deaths from
sepsis 

Join the fight and share our vision:


